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AIRPLANE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT CROSSES RACE, AGE, GENDER, CULTURE LINES

Combines STEM, technical skills, and the thrill of flight to build confidence and career opportunities for kids

PACOIMA, CA – APRIL 12, 2021   The first astronaut to walk on Mars, and the engineer who designs the spaceship that
gets her there, may be one of these kids. A local youth aviation program is using the magic of flight and flying machines
to send kids on a path toward a lifetime of achievement. Volunteer aviation experts will guide and mentor local kids and
their parents to build a flyable two-seat airplane,  The Spirit of Los Angeles,  that they can later learn to fly in. The
program launches at noon on April 24th (Whiteman Airport 12653 Osborne St. in Pacoima), with the arrival of the first
crate of parts and components to build the airplane. There will also be free youth outreach flights for kids at the event.

EAA Chapter 40 San Fernando Valley is a non-profit organization with over 100 years of combined aviation experience,
including  retired  aerospace  engineers,  amateur  airplane  builders,  and  aviation  enthusiasts  from  teenagers  to
octogenarians. The EAA Young Eagles program has provided over 2 million free youth outreach flights, with well over
6,000 of those flown at this local chapter. The group’s youth flight coordinator, Alycia Herman, explains; “The parents
and kids are thrilled and inspired after the intro flights, and a second later it’s always the same question… what’s the
next step? We connect them with great resources and partner organizations like Civil Air Patrol and Aviation Explorers,
but we didn’t have a program where they could learn the structural, engineering, and mechanical side. With this new
program, they can build a real airplane with their own hands, and then fly it.” 

The airplane they chose to build is ideal for such a project. The Zenith CH-750 was designed by French engineer Chris
Heintz,  who graduated  from the  same Swiss  technical  school  as  Albert  Einstein.  He helped  design the supersonic
Concorde, and then designed small airplanes people could build themselves. Being safe, robust, and easy to both build
and fly, the 750 was a natural choice. Heintz’ son Sebastien, president of Zenith Aircraft, generously donated the kit for
both of the aircraft’s wings to the program; his company has supplied thousands of aircraft kits for hobbyists around the
world. In fact, the famous “One Week Wonder” aircraft was one of these same CH-750 kits.  It  was constructed by
volunteers from start to finish in a week, safety-inspected by the FAA, and test flown by “Miracle on the Hudson” co-
pilot Jeff Skiles during the EAA’s AirVenture convention a couple of years ago. “This one won’t be done in a week…” says
the younger Heintz, “but it will give kids and adults an educational experience that lasts for their entire lifetime.” 

Chapter 40 member and project manager  Bill Berle is certain about the difference aviation makes in young people’s
lives, adding; “The kids that get interested in aviation are the kids who stay in school and out of jail… the kids who say no
to drugs and yes to a career. The people who built the spaceship that took humans to the moon 50 years ago were the
kids who got interested in airplanes at a young age, who had learned to build things with their hands. Building and flying
an airplane is one of the few things that are cool enough to get a young person interested in learning.”

Galpin Motors Group, a consistent supporter of community programs, has also become a sponsor of the youth project.

EAA Chapter 40 is seeking participants, sponsors, and supporters to complete The Spirit of Los Angeles. Donations are
tax deductible. For more information contact EAA Chapter 40 San Fernando Valley, www.eaachapter40.com, (818) 634-
9762 
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