
11 Year Old Flyboy Buys His Own Aircraft While Mentoring Other Kids in Aircraft Building Program
Neighborhood Council President Sponsors Match on Funding for STEM Aviation Initiative

PACOIMA, CA  February 15, 2022 -  Lennon Koiter may have just become the world’s youngest aircraft owner,
purchasing an aircraft rebuild project from a local youth STEM program - where he is also the youngest mentor
helping other kids learn the basics of aircraft construction. Koiter, whose 11 th birthday was Thursday, bought a
Hawk ultra-light plane, which was up for sale by the local aviation club. 

EAA Chapter 40 San Fernando Valley operates a free aircraft construction program (Project JACKPOT)
combining aviation, STEM education, confidence-building, and aerospace career pathways. They were selling
the Hawk as a fundraiser, to keep the JACKPOT program  free for under-served and low-income kids in the
Northeast Valley. Their all-volunteer experts have well over 100 years’ experience, mentoring local kids (and
parents) to safely construct a two-seat Zenith 750 “Cruzer”. After FAA safety inspection and testing, the kids
and parents will all fly in the aircraft they built.

Koiter had been saving money with the hope of
buying the  aircraft,  and  had  saved  almost  half  the
purchase  price.  Elisa  Avalos,  the  President  of  Pacoima
Neighborhood Council, had seen the aircraft construction
program  at  Whiteman  airport,  and  knew  about  the
airport’s other  high-value  youth  programs.  Avalos
contacted  the  program  management and  negotiated  a
unique  arrangement;  if  Koiter  could  raise  money in  the
community  to  support  the  free  JACKPOT  program,  the
Neighborhood  Council,  Avalos,  and  the  airport  groups
would credit  100% of  that  amount  towards the balance
owed on his own aircraft purchase… essentially a dollar for
dollar match. 

Everyone agrees it’ll be easy for the young adventurer to explain  the youth program, and  why the
community should support it. Having helped on his father’s aircraft project, he became a mentor and teacher
for the kids in the JACKPOT program (many of whom are older, but don’t have his level of experience). 

Avalos, whose husband works in aerospace, is quick to point out the benefits provided by the airport’s
education programs, saying: “Learning how to build an airplane, understanding the parts and pieces, is the
first critical step to high paying jobs in aerospace, technology, and industry. We have many contractors and
subcontractors right here in the Valley. They’re looking for people with these skills, to manufacture high-tech
planes  and  spacecraft.”  She  sees  Koiter’s  project,  and  JACKPOT,  as  a  future  for  the kids  in  under-served
communities like Pacoima, adding; “These programs put this community’s children on the path to get those
high-paying jobs… these are the kids who will not be sentenced to a life of low income. I’m looking for ways to
expand this program for more of our kids in the Northeast Valley… they’re inspired by Lennon and his airplane,
and they deserve a better future too.” 

Whiteman  Airport  offers  five free  or  low-cost  youth  aviation  programs,  creating  pathways  for  higher  scholastic
achievements,  better  jobs,  military  and  civilian  aerospace  careers,  leadership  development,  and  social  equity.  EAA
Chapter 40 San Fernando Valley provides two of these programs, the free Young Eagles youth outreach flights and the
free  Project:  JACKPOT aircraft  construction  experience.  For  more  information  visit  www.eaachapter40.com or
facebook.com/EAAChapter40/   Contact Bill Berle at (818) 634-9762.
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