
Arturo Sneider, owner/partner of Primestor, spoke to the Mission Hills Neighborhood Council On 
Thursday, August 4, 2011, addressing in broad terms possible plans for the Mission Hills Plaza. 
 
Primestor is a retail developer targeting undeserved Latino communities 
 

• Plans for redevelopment to be finished in 2013 
o “We’re going to make it look better. How we get there, I don’t know.” 
o Currently not planning to take advantage of CRA funding. 
o Old structure (1959) will require bringing it up to code 
o “Around the country, we’ve always worked with every community.” 
o Plans to add housing was discussed  

 “Properties in the back, the gravel lots, intuitively we looked as those for 
residential opportunities - to block off the property. You have residences 
on the other side.” “We’re not residential developers. We wouldn’t be 
developing that property.” 

 Workforce  housing was mentioned in passing 
• Ralphs is not renewing its lease - the space will be vacant in 2012 (this is on Primestor’s 

leasing brochure) 
o Names of some stores that  have shown interest 

 Fresh and Easy (grocery) 
 Ross (discount store) 
 Petsmart (pet store) 

o Names of no go 
 Food For Less (a Kroger store - who owns Ralphs) - they need too big of 

a footprint 
o Far out possibility 

 Trader Joes  
• Post Office will not have its lease renewed 

o Based on the lease, “we were paying the post office to be there.” 
o They tried to work with the post office. 
o Side note - 1 in 10 post offices are being closed down around the country  
o Comment made that it might be torn down 

• Empire Hardware is not having its lease renewed 
• Millie’s has not made its intentions clear, though it does have a lease 
• Chase has a lease 
• Mission Hills Bowl has 9 years left on their lease (this info was shared by the owner) 
• Anna Linens has a lease and would like to expand 
• Rent is adjusted when leases come up, to current market value – which, according to 

some businesses that we asked, is a very big increase  
• Bank of America and the doctor’s office next door is not owned by Primestor 

o Won’t sell 
o Not sure how the look of the buildings will impact the redevelopment of the plaza 

• Primestor would like a list of stores we would like to see in there. Please send 
suggestions to the Neighborhood Council. If no list is received from the council, 
Primestor will furnish their ideas. 

• Mission Hills has the power to strongly suggest - only. 
o We can also address stores directly that we would like to see in the Mission Hills 

Plaza (Sneider suggested writing to Trader Joes).  



o But unless it is a zoning issue, which at the moment Primestor has suggested it 
will remain within the zoning foot print, they can put whatever businesses in there 
they want.  

o Primestor wants businesses in there that people will shop - so there seems to be 
some willingness to listen.  

• Redevelopment will mean bringing the buildings up to code. This could mean fire 
sprinklers - which might “bring havoc, or not,” said Sneider. 

• They may provide security to the property; it is their choice. 
• For now, Christmas trees can still be sold on the lot. 
• Primestor will check into why the recycling is in the middle of the lot. 
• Primestor will be back to address the community 

 
 
Video of Arturo Sneider speaking to the council will be available soon. 
 
Suggested next steps: 
 

• Ask the Mission Neighborhood Council to talk with other neighborhood councils who 
have worked with Primestor, including Pacoima, and present to the community their 
findings. 

• Ask that a MHNC sub-committee is created under the land use committee to specifically 
track and deal with questions, issues pertaining to the Mission Plaza redevelopment 

• Email/call Councilman Alarcon to make sure he addresses the needs of Mission Hills -
address him publicly in social media to take a stand.  

• Form a Facebook group to collect feedback and ideas 

 
 
Our goal should be to make sure that this redevelopment does not bring the value of Mission 
Hills down, only up; that Primestor leases to stores that serve the needs of the community; and 
that our representatives do not bow to interests of big business, but answer to the wishes of the 
Mission Hills community as well as addressing the needs of business. 
 
Current brochure for leasing:



 
 
 
  
 


